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*Rus^ta.  to 
Abraham  Lincoln : 


“God  bless  you. 


Compliments  of 

A.  S.  ASHMEAD.  M.  D 
Late  Foreign  Director 
Tokio  Hospital, 
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Russia!  Her  Aid  in  the  Cause 

of  Liberty. 

From  the  Springfield  (Mass.)  Union. 

Editor  Springfield  Union: 

Sir : — Are  we  a nation  of  ingrates?  Or  rather, 
is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  press  of  New  York  City 
misrepresent  the?  i^l  sentiment^of  the  American 
j)eople  toward  Russia  in  these  hours  of  her 
adversity  ? 

The  New  York  Sun,  realizing  that  its  past 
course  of  unfavorable  comment  and  its  coloring 
of  the  situation  as  a whole,  with  respect  to  Russia, 
is  dangerously  near  the  limit  of  approval  and  at 
the  point  of  indignant  rejection  by  its  American 
readers,  seeks  to  divert  them  for  the  time  being 
by  appeasing  their  sense  of  obligation  with  the 
suggestion  that  the  opportunity  has  not  yet  pre- 
sented itself  for  us  to  “even”  ourselves  with 
Russia. 

In  its  editorial  of  May  30th  the  Sun  says: 
“If  there  is  a good  and  great  service  which  the 
“United  States  can  now  render  to  the  Russian 
“Government  and  people  that  service  is  justly  due 


“from  us  to  them.  * * « Behind  that  is  the 

“fact  that  the  people  of  America  have  never  for- 
“gotten  and  cannot  forget  that  we  are  Russia’s 
“debtor  whenever  opportunity  offers  for  assist- 
“ance  that  sympathy  and  friendship  may  possibly 
“give.” 

When  we  observe  that  these  admissions  and 
declarations  are  part  of  an  editorial  which  patron- 
izingly advises  Russia  to  accept  Japan’s  terms  of 
peace  we  are  at  once  wearied  and  oppressed  by 
the  monumental  impudence  and  conceit  of  it  all, 
while  at  the  same  moment  aroused  at  its  invidious 
suggestion  that  we  should  remain  inactive  till 
Russia  comes  pleading  to  us  on  bended  knees. 

“He  who  gives  early  gives  thrice.” 

Wait!  Wait!  cries  the  Sun,  while  in  the  mean- 
time it  proceeds  to  make  matters  as  much  worse 
for  Russia  as  it  can. 

“Waiting”  is  not  an  American  sentiment. 

Wait  until  when?  Wait  until  Russia  is  so 
distressed  that  she  is  beyond  help  of  our  sym- 
pathy ? 

As  a people,  Americans  once  and  for  all  dis- 
posed of  that  cry  of  “wait”  in  response  to  the 
outstretched  arms  of  Patrick  Henry  pleadingly 
asking: 

“Wait — wait!  Gentlemen  cry  wait!  But 

when  shall  we  be  stronger  ? Shall  it  be  to-day  or 


to-morrow  ? Shall  it  be  when  we  are  bound  hand 
and  foot  and  a British  guard  is  stationed  in  every 
house  ?” 

Did  Russia  cry  “wait — wait”  to  Lincoln  when 
in  his  hour  of  dire  need  she  gave  him  not  sym- 
pathy merely,  but  what  was,  in  effect  at  least, 
active,  potential  aid  and  assistance? 

On  Decoration  Day,  the  day  on  which  the 
Sun  issued  its  editorial,  I stood  watching  the 
military  parade  as  it  filed  past  the  President’s 
stand,  and  applauded  to  the  point  of  exhaustion 
the  Veteran  Corps,  as  with  the  youth  and  vigor 
of  the  National  Guard  before  and  behind  them, 
those  patriots  of  i860,  with  their  maimed  bodies 
and  battle-torn  flags,  tottered  past.  Each  post 
bearing  the  name  of  a beloved  and  honored  leader 
now  forever  gone  from  them,  and,  as  I looked, 
the  scene  recalled  the  words  of  Webster  to  the 
veterans  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  upon  a 
similar  occasion,  as  his  eye  passed  down  the  line 
and  noted  the  missing  ones — “Prescott ! Putnam ! 
Stark ! Reed ! Bridge ! Pomeroy ! Our  eyes  seek 
for  you  in  vain  amidst  this  broken  band.”  My 
mind  recurred  to  the  editorial  of  the  Sun  and  the 
question  forced  itself  upon  me : What  would  be 
the  attitude  of  the  revered  leaders  of  these  vete- 
rans toward  Russia  if  thev  were  with  us  to-dav? 
Would  they  cry  “wait”  or  would  they  seize  with 
all  that  impulsive  gratitude  of  their  strong  Ameri- 


can  hearts,  the  Heaven-given  opportunity  to  re- 
turn to  Russia  in  ten-fold  her  service  to  them? 


With  them  the  quality  of  gratitude  as  of 
mercy  went  unstrained.  They  would  tell  us  of 
those  dark  days  of  the  Union  which  tried  their 
souls.  Of  those  days  when  a feather’s  weight  in 
the  balance  would  have  changed  the  scales,  and 
when  England  stood  ready  and  anxious  to  cast 
that  feather.  They  would  tell  us  of  the  flourish 
of  British  sabres,  about  the  head  of  our  already 
distressed  Lincoln,  to  be  lowered  only  as  the  guns 
of  Russia  were  shoved  up  into  the  very  face  of 
John  Bull,  until  his  open  opposition  cowered  and 
sneaked  into  the  mere  aiding  and  abetting  of  the 
enemy’s  privateers,  only  to  be  caught  red-handed, 
as  it  were,  and  compelled  to  pay  us  later  fifteen 
million  dollars  in  Alabama  claims  alone.  They 
would  tell  us  that  Russia  did  not  stop  in  those 
days  to  ask  whether  President  Lincoln  repre- 
sented the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  country, 
nor  whether  the  policy  of  the  government  re- 
sponded correctly  to  the  American  sentiment; 
that  Russia  did  not  wait  to  quibble  with  Lincoln 
over  whether  he  was  in  the  right  or  Jeff  Davis 
was  in  the  right;  that  Russia  did  not  hesitate 
because  of  the  infamous  suggestion  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  south  and  the  malcontents  of  the  north 
were,  in  fact,  the  United  States,  and  that  Lincoln 
and  his  cabinet  were  nothnig  more  nor  less  than  a 
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bureaucracy ; that  Russia  did  not  add  to  Lincoln’s 
burden  b\  telling  him,  because  rioting  was  going 
on  in  the  City  of  New  York,  until  the  immortal 
expression  went  forth  from  Dix  “Who  dares  haul 
down  the  American  flag,  shoot  them  on  the  spot” 
and  quieted  it,  that  he  therefore  was  not  the 
country’s  true  leader.  That  Russia  did  not  wait 
to  tell  Lincoln  that  complaints  were  going  up 
from  all  over  the  north  against  his  drafting  into 
the  service.  That  she  did  not  remind  him  that 
men  were  being  slaughtered  by  thousands  in  the 
field,  that  battles  were  being  lost,  and  armies  were 
being  annihilated,  as  at  Bull  Run,  and  that  a 
multitude  were  vociferously  proclaiming  that  he, 
Lincoln,  was  not  justified  in  his  course.  Russia 
did  not  stop  nor  presume  to  tell  him  that  because 
of  all  these  reasons  he  should  desist  and  end  the 
war.  Russia  put  none  of  these  questions  to  Lin- 
coln, but  on  the  contrary,  and  it  is  no  metaphor, 
she  stood  throughout  it  all,  with  one  hand  sooth- 
ing his  troubled  forehead,  while  she  held  the  other 
in  menace  against  the  whole  world  and  England 
in  particular  with  the  command  “Leave  this  man 
alone !” 

Can  any  one  doubt  what  our  honored  Lincoln’s 
attitude  would  be  to-day  were  he  in  Theodore 
Roosevelt’s  place?  Can  any  one  doubt  that  he 
would  be  to  Russia  what  Russia  in  those  dark 
days  was  to  him,  even  though  subsidized  press 


and  politicians  were  to  clamor  unanimously  for 
impeachment?  Can  any  one  doubt  but  that  each 
one  of  those  veterans,  there  marching  past  Theo^ 
dore  Roosevelt  on  Decoration  Day,  would  be  at 
his  side  ? Would  Lincoln  stop  to  ask  the  why  and 
wherefore  of  Russia’s  troubles?  Nor  shall  we. 

It  is  not  our  becoming  privilege,  though  reasons, 
just  in  themselves  would  obviously  be  forth- 
coming commanding  our  approval.  The  primary 
and  all-sufficient  one  for  us,  must  be  the  natural  A 

quest  of  that  great  people  for  access  to  the  world,  I 

denied  them  in  Europe,  through  an  ocean  path- 
way.  J.  L.  I 


Extract  from  speech  of  Melville  E.  Stone  at 
dinner  of  Manufacturers’  Association,  Chicago, 
May,  1904: 

“What  is  of  still  greater  importance  and 
significance  and  what  cannot  be  challenged  is  a 
letter  from  Bayard  Taylor  to  Secretary  Seward, 
written  in  the  hour  of  our  sorest  peril  and  de- 
tailing an  audience  with  Gortschakoflf,  the  Rus- 
sian Minister  of  Eoreign  Afifairs,  in  which  Mr. 
Taylor  says : ‘Russia  alone  has  stood  by  you  from 
“ ‘the  first  and  will  continue  to  stand  by  you. 
“ ‘Prince  Gortschakoflf  says  proposals  will  be 
“ ‘made  to  Russia  to  join  in  some  plan  of  inter- 
“ ‘ference.  She  will  refuse  any  invitation  of  the 


“ ‘kind.  Russia  will  occupy  the  same  grounds  as 
“ ‘at  the  beginning  of  the  struggle.  You  may 
“ ‘rely  upon  it.  She  will  not  change.’ 

“Turn  to  the  diplomatic  papers  of  the  govern- 
ment for  1862  and  read  that  letter  and  imagine 
what  it  meant  to  the  agonized  soul  of  Lincoln.  I 
am  sure  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  but  for 
Russia’s  firm  attitude  of  friendship  there  would 
have  been  an  intervention,  and  probably  the  re- 
sultant disruption  of  this  Union.” 

Extract  from  editorial  New  York  Herald, 
November,  1862 : 

“That  Russia  is  friendly  to  the  United  States 
“while  all  the  other  powers  of  Europe  are  hostile 
“cannot  admit  of  a doubt.  * * * The  Rus- 

“sian  consuls  alone  do  not  give  any  trouble  to  the 
“government  or  aid  the  cause  of  the  rebellion. 

jk  * * These  are  specimens  of  the  un- 

“friendly  course  pursued  by  all  the  foreign  con- 
“suls  at  the  south  with  the  exception  of  the 
“Russian  and  they  may  be  regarded  as  the  un- 
“mistakable  indications  of  the  sentiments  cher- 
“ished  towards  the  United  States  by  the  govern- 
“ments  which  these  officials  represent  * * * 

“perhaps  Russia  would  be  wholly  with  the  Ameri- 
“can  people.  Her  interests  do  not  conflict  but 
“harmonize  with  ours.  In  the  Eastern  Hemi- 


r 

“sphere  the  destiny  of  Russia  is  to  absorb  all  the 
“minor  states.  * * * soon  be,  if  she 

“is  not  already,  the  great  power  of  Europe  and 
“Asia.  In  the  Western  World  the  United  States 
“is  destined  to  play  the  same  part.  One  of  these 
“governments  is  absolute  despotism,  the  other  is 
“representative.  But  both  are  suited  for  the 
“regions  and  races  which  there  prevail.  Both  are 
“philosophical  and  fulfill  their  destiny  without 
“coming  into  conflict  with  each  other.” 

Extract  from  Prince  Gortschakoff’s  reply  to 
proposed  mediation  in  our  affairs,  November, 
1862: 

1 

“In  reply  to  this  overture,  I reminded  the 
“French  Ambassador  of  the  solicitude  our 
“August  Master  has  never  ceased  to  feel  in  the 
“American  conflict  from  its  very  outset.  A so- 
“licitude  caused  by  the  amicable  relations  existing 

, “between  the  two  countries  and  of  which  the 

i Imperial  Cabinet  “has  given  public  proofs.” 

; 

From  editorial.  New  York  Sun,  Nov.,  1862. 

I “The  publication  of  the  diplomatic  corre- 

“spondence  of  France,  England  and  Russia. 

I “ ^ ^ Externally  nothing  can  be  more  smooth. 

: “France  appears  to  have  no  sinister  motives; 

; “England  is  oblivious  ; Russia — friendly  as  ever. 


Welcome  to  the  Grand  Duke  Alexis. 

By  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 

Shadowed  so  long  by  the  storm-cloud  of  danger. 
Thou  whom  the  prayers  of  an  empire  defend. 
Welcome,  thrice  welcome ! but  not  as  a stranger. 
Come  to  the  nation  that  calls  thee  its  friend. 

Bleak  are  our  shores  with  the  blast  of  December. 

Fettered  and  chill  is  the  rivulet’s  flow ; 
Throbbing  and  warm  are  the  hearts  that  remem- 
ber 

Who  was  our  friend  when  the  world  was  our 
foe! 

Look  on  the  lips  that  are  smiling  to  greet  thee. 
See  the  fresh  flowers  that  a people  has  strewn ; 
Count  them  thy  sisters  and  brothers  that  meet 
thee ; 

Guest  of  the  Nation,  her  heart  is  thine  own ! 

Fires  of  the  North,  in  eternal  communion. 

Blend  your  broad  flashes  with  evening’s  bright 
star  1 

God  bless  the  empire  that  loves  the  great  Union ; 
Strength  to  her  people ! Long  life  to  the  Czar ! 

Read  at  reception  given  by  city  of  Boston,  December,  1871, 
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Extract  from  the  New  York  Sun's  statement 
of  the  American  Minister  Bayard  Taylor’s  report  * 

to  Lincoln  of  an  incident  during  his  visit  to  the  j 

Russian  Prime  Minister,  Prince  GortschakofT,  - 1 

December,  1862:  i 

L 

r 

“At  the  close  of  the  interview  he  seized  my  ; 

“hand,  gave  it  a short  pressure  and  exclaimed,  I 

“‘God  bless  you!’”  | 
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